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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticiapted by Press et al. '965. 
In regard to claim 1 ? Press et al. discloses a pipe liner connector 43 ("suitable for use with 

connected pipe sections having an internal liner" is intended use language and carries little 
patentable weight in an apparatus claim, Press et al. is capable of fulfilling the intended use and 
therefore anticipates the claim), the pipe liner connector comprising a substantially cylindrical 
sleeve 43 having opposed open ends ("for sealed attachment to the internal liner of the connected 
pipe sections" is intended use language), and the substantially cylindrical sleeve defining one or 
more vents 34, 35 ("for balancing a pressure differential between a micro-annulus, formed 
between the internal liner and the connected pipe sections, and a bore defined by the connected 
pipe sections" is also intended use language). 

In regard to claim 2, wherein the pipe liner connector further comprises a shielding ring 
located 29 between the opposed open ends. 

In regard to claim 3 wherein the shielding 29 ring is heat resistant. 

3. Claims 8-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticiapted by Schmedding et 
al. 

In regard to claim 8 Schmedding et al. discloses a pipe liner 16 connector for use with a 
pipe having an internal liner, the pipe liner connector comprising a substantially cylindrical 
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sleeve 16 having opposed first and second open ends, wherein the first open end comprises a first 
diametrically increased ring section 28 longitudinally displaced from the first open end towards 
the second open end, said ring section having one or more venting grooves 32 located on an 
outer surface thereof and extending longitudinally thereon ("for balancing a pressure differential 
between a micro-annulus formed between the internal liner and the pipe sections on a first side of 
the ring section and an annular section defined between the pipe liner connector and the pipe 
Sections on a second, opposing side of the ring section" is all intended use language). 

In regard to claim 9, wherein the first open end further comprises one or more seals 38 
located between the first open end and the first ring section and having a diameter intermediate 
of the cylindrical sleeve and the first ring section. 

In regard to claim 10, wherein the second open end further comprises a second 
diametrically increased ring section 28' longitudinally displaced from the second open end 
towards the first open end, said second ring section having one or more venting grooves 32 
located on an outer surface thereof and extending longitudinally thereon. 

In regard to claim 1 1 , wherein the second open end further comprises one or more seals 
38' located between the second open end and the second ring section and having a diameter 
intermediate of the cylindrical sleeve and the first ring section. 

In regard to claim 12, wherein the pipe liner connector further comprises a shielding ring 
1 8 located between the first and second ring sections. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
4. Claims 4-7 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 
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Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3 and 8-12 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David E. Bochna whose telephone number is (571) 272-7078. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5:30 Monday-Thursday and every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (571) 272-7087. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

David E. Bochna 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3679 



